Benefits of the SNV Branch Affiliating with Institutes

The SNV Branch is evaluating the alignment of our technical specialty groups, such as structural engineering, with relevant ASCE Institutes. As some of you are aware the Institutes were established in the late 1990s after a comprehensive study concluded that the civil engineering specialty practices were not being adequately support at the local level. Inadequate support manifest itself in both in poor success in attracting recent graduate BSCE’s into ASCE and significant defection of existing members into other organizations that were better focused on serving practicing engineers in the specialty areas.

The Institutes are now up and running and moving to form partnerships with Section and Branches to better serve local ASCE Members. Given below are some of the benefits that can be gained from affiliating our technical practitioners with the Institutes.
· Support of Lifelong Learning
· National-local networking for developing and delivering technical conferences tailored to either regional and national issues
· On-line registration and credit card payments
· Nationwide sale of conference proceedings
· National exposure  for events and conference publications
· More member participation
· Opportunities for members to participate in national institute committees
· Forums for collaboration with other professionals in related technical areas
· Institute-Only members: non-civil engineers can participate as equals
· Support of local policy initiatives
· Example: CA County-proposed residential roof runoff environmental regulations with unintended landslide consequences
· Website services such as: eRoom hosting for Local Chapters; hosting of Local e-Newsletters; Email broadcasting of Local Chapter events for increased participation and revenues
· Access to national speakers bureaus
· Knowledge of and access to advancements in technology coming out of the Institute’s research community
